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eminent to raise a new army to take its place beside the French.
A group of Belgian Senators and Deputies, meeting in Paris,
expresses its disapproval of the King's action. In the evening
Premier Pierlot, in a radio broadcast from Paris, calls the
King's action "illegal and unconstitutional." He points out
that not one Minister has concurred in it, and reaffirms the
Government's decision to continue the struggle. Foreign Min-
ister Spaak, in a press interview, reveals that King Leopold
had decided as long ago as the morning of May 25 to sur-
render. He says the King reached his decision over the objec-
tions of Premier Pierlot and Foreign Minister Spaak, on the
ground that Belgium was bearing the brunt of the German
attack and suffering losses beyond its strength. Before M. Pier-
lot's speech he and M. Spaak visit the statue of King Albert I
in the Cours la Reine and lay a crepe-bound wreath at its foot.
The German press praises the courage and independence of
King Leopold, his sense of realism, and his humanity in desir-
ing to spare his country useless suffering.
Prime Minister Churchill, reporting to the House of Com-
mons in the afternoon on the Belgian surrender, emphasizes
that the British and French Armies are entirely disassociated
from that procedure and will "persevere in the operations in
which they are now engaged." He says: "I have no intention
of suggesting to the House that we should attempt at this
moment to pass judgment upon the action of the King of the
Belgians in his capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the Belgian
Army. This Army has fought very bravely and has both in-
flicted and suffered heavy losses.'9 The situation of the British